
COVER CROP MIXES

Ultimate Annual Blend

NPARA Blend #1

NPARA Blend #2

NPARA Blend #5

NPARA Blend #6
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NPARA blend #2 of the cover crop mixes produced the highest amount of dry matter (P≤0.0001), while blend #4 had the least.
Acid detergent fibre (ADF) content was greater in NPARA blend 3 compared to Pinpoint (P≤0.0001). This means an animal will
be less full and have more energy on a forage composed of Pinpoint and NPARA blend #1. Crude protein content was greater
in Pinpoint blend and NPARA blends 1 and 4 compared to NPARA blends 2, 3 and 5 (P≤0.0001). This content is representative of
protein contributors in an animal diet. There was higher percentage of ADF content in crude protein in NPARA blend 1
compared to NPARA blends 2 and 3 (P≤0.0001). Total digestible nutrients content was greater in Pinpoint blend compared to
that of NPARA blend 3 (P≤0.0001). NPARA blend 4 had comparable yield to that of Pinpoint which could be another alternative
for forage with high energy. The NPARA blend 3 had a greater percentage of Calcium content compared to that of NPARA
blend 4 (P≤0.001).   In contrast, NPARA blend 4 had a higher Phosphorus content (P=0.0013) than NPARA blend 3. To ensure
proper bone growth and fertility both of these forage blends could be pursued as a feed diet as one compensates for the other.
Other blends with similar calcium content were NPARA blend 1, but, like NPARA blend 3 it should be combined with NPARA
blend 4 as phosphorus content is also comparatively low.

COVER CROP MIXES
In the previous year (2020), cover crops were also seeded, but C and N contents obtained through decomposition were not
sufficient to show significant differences across cover crop blends. The impact of cover crop seeding on nitrogen and carbon
content can take several years for differences to be observed.  Furthermore,  the use of cover crops for soil quality improvement
is a process that requires steady and uninterrupted contributions.
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